
Industrial operator, VNS France offers a 
comprehensive range of skills for the operation of 
facilities in radioactive environments

| The challenge

| Veolia’s solution

Contract  Facts:

Duration: since 2008
Renewed until 2030
Type: Industrial operator - 
operation and maintenance

France

Industrial Operator - Operation & 
Maintenance of CIRES
ANDRA

▪ Industrial operation of CIRES facilities:
o Storage of VLLW (Very Low-Level Waste),
o Buildings for grouping and storage of active waste,
o Waste treatment processes (sorting, compaction, 

stabilization),
▪ Facility maintenance, 
▪ Radiological and environmental monitoring according to 

ISO17025 standard,
▪ Compliance of waste packages,
▪ Expertise and technical advice on the treatment of special 

waste,
▪ Waste repackaging,
▪ Effluent management,
▪ Logistical tasks and assistance to ANDRA,
▪ General site management

The industrial operators at the Final Storage Center 
(CIRES) face several major challenges in the daily 
management of the storage facility.
They must ensure safe and efficient handling of very 
low-level radioactive waste (VLLW), while adhering to 
strict safety and environmental standards. The 
traceability of waste, its appropriate packaging, and 
optimal placement in storage cells are crucial and 
complex tasks. Moreover, they must constantly adapt 
to technological and regulatory changes in the sector, 
while maintaining constant vigilance to prevent any 
incidents
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▪ Storage facility operation
▪ Waste management
▪ Radiation protection
▪ Maintenance
▪ Environmental monitoring

Operation of the sorting and treatment building
▪ X-ray control of incinerable and non-incinerable solid 

waste,
▪ Sorting and repackaging of incinerable and 

non-incinerable solid waste,
▪ Liquid assemblies for aqueous liquids, solvents, and 

oils,
▪ Grinding, washing, centrifugation, and cementation for 

liquid scintillation vials.

Key figures

More than 25,000 packages 
received, checked, handled, 
prepared, and placed in 
storage/interim storage per year

Operation of the C016 control cell: 
opening, control, and quality inspection of packages 
in terms of physicochemical characteristics and 
activities (compliance with ANDRA specifications)

1,000 days without accident


